
BY WES ZELL
Director of Undergraduate Ministries

University life — perhaps like 
your own life — now revolves 
around digitally-driven tech-
nology. Students register for 

courses online, receive assignments for 
those courses online, research those as-
signments online, and then email their 
research to their professors by 5 p.m. 
Meanwhile, these educational uses of the 
web-connected world meld seamlessly 
with social ones. The online research 
happens amid instant messages from 
classmates, Facebook updates from high 
school friends, and a pause here and there 
for a quick check of the global headlines. 
Altogether, it’s a constant stream of infor-
mation and relationships, past the 5 p.m. 
deadline and well into the night . . .

Much has been written about the com-
munications revolution, the blazing speed 
of modern life, and the impact of both on 
the way we relate and spend time. (For 
more on this, search on the Internet for 
the article “Dwelling in Possibilities” by 
U.Va. professor Mark Edmundson in the 
March 14, 2008 issue of The Chronicle of 
Higher Education.) As a campus minister, 
I’m especially interested in the impact 
of these things on student assumptions 
about the measure of persons and the 
meaning of life. For instance, do we labor 
over our Facebook image because we for-
get that God has made us in His? Or do 
we use technology to stay in constant su-
perficial connection with dozens of people 
but struggle to be deeply known by even 
just a few? Or do we never truly rest 
because we fear that it is only through 
constant activity and experience that we 
can make our lives matter?

This year’s Veritas Forum at U.Va. 
— entitled Lost in the Cosmos — was an 
opportunity for students to consider from 
a Christian perspective these basic ques-
tions about life in the hyper-fast, hyper-
connected modern world. Author and 
social observer Dr. Os Guinness lectured 
twice at Newcomb Theater on the U.Va. 
Grounds, where more than 400 students 
heard him each evening. (Dr. Guinness 
also spoke to graduate students at the 
Law School and the Darden Gradu-

ate School of Business Administration.) 
The forum title was borrowed from the 
Walker Percy book of the same name. In 
that book Percy observed that the more 
technologically savvy we become, and the 
more we understand and master the world 
around us, the less we understand about 
what it means to be a human being. In 
other words, the more competent we are 
when we face the cosmos, the more lost 
we are when we face ourselves. It is as if 
our increasing capacity to do — to work, 
to know, to perform, to acquire, to de-

construct and 
to reassemble  
— simply 
highlights our 
confusion about what can actually define 
us, establish us, and give us meaning.

The biennial Veritas Forum at U.Va. 
is a part of the national Veritas Forum, a 
series of conversations that began in 1992 
at Harvard University and has since taken 
place at dozens of campuses around the 
country. Veritas, as you might recognize, 
is the Latin word for truth; the purpose of 
the Veritas Forum is to explore how truth 
is central to human flourishing, and to 
further explore how different dimensions 
of true human flourishing might find 
their proper source and proper end in the 
love and power of Jesus. Past Veritas
Forums at U.Va. have, for example, con-
sidered the failures of race relations, the 
meaning of freedom, the connections 
between faith and science, and questions 
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Equipped, Prepared, and Sent Forth
GRADUATES STEP OUT INTO THE FUTURE WITH FAITH AND HOPE

INTRODUCTION BY WES ZELL
Director of Undergraduate Ministries

Central to the gospel of Jesus is the promise that he lives his life through his followers. And central to this 
promise is the Christian claim that faith is not simply something we possess as believers, but also some-
thing that binds us to the One in whom we believe. Through faith our very selves are now intertwined 

with Jesus, and we are so defined by him that Paul can say “it is no longer I who live but Christ who lives in 
me.” This is the deep mystery put in play by the Incarnation; because the Creator grips the creation, creatures in 
Christ can be lived in by God.

And here is an especially dear part of this mystery: God’s life in the world through his people takes many 
different forms. In fact, it takes as many different forms, shapes, and paths as God has people. For when God 
grips a person, the person becomes more uniquely himself or herself, not less. And each of these unique people is 
then called into the world in unique ways.

At the Study Center I get to see many of these people wrestle to discern their unique calling and then bear 
that calling out into the world. “Christ plays in ten thousand places,” writes Gerard Manley Hopkins, “lovely 
in limbs, and lovely in eyes not his.” That is, Jesus shares his life with his followers and extends his kingdom 
through them. Here are two undergraduates who have passed through these doors en route to two of those ten 
thousand places.

BY ANDREW SIMMONS
(A&S, B.A., Political Philosophy, Policy, and Law, ’09)

A  s I completed this recent semester of lasts
well-known to departing undergraduate 
students — last times with friends at the 

University of Virginia, last formals and other social 
events, and the much-anticipated last walk down the 
Lawn for commencement exercises — thinking about 
the Study Center has 
actually brought back 
a flood of remembered 
firsts.

I came to the Study 
Center for the first time 
— like so many before 
and since — for the 
Move-In Day Luncheon, 
in late August 2005. I 
came directly after tak-
ing my oath of enlistment 
into the Army ROTC (Reserve Officers’ Training 
Corps) program at U.Va. — a moment marked with a 
quiet solemnity, and one that clashed with the cacopho-
nous shock I experienced a few minutes later when I 
joined hundreds of classmates packed into this house on 
Chancellor Street.

During my first year at U.Va., the Study Center 
was a magical and glorious place, where free coffee 
and beautiful women were omnipresent, and where the 
library represented a welcome study space away from 
the bustle of dorms. That year, it was the center for 
First Year Fellowship (a ministry to new students) and 
the meeting space for a Bible study of the Grounds min-
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istry Reformed University Fellowship — and the place 
where I asked out my first college date (she said yes!).

Following that year, the Study Center came to mean 
much more. It was the first place where I saw the true 
potential that intentional Christian community held, 
which I experienced through the Center’s Faith and Life 
Residential Year Program — and how thankful I was 
that Director of Undergraduate Ministries Wes Zell 
forced us into it.

Through reading Augustine and washing dishes, 
by attending roundtables and performing community 
service, I learned that Christian community is not just 
preferable or desirous — it is mandatory. I learned the 
love of Christ is not some grand, sweeping abstraction; 
it is scraping your roommate’s dried pasta off the coun-
ter, doing his laundry, and dealing with his early morn-
ing wakeups (thanks, guys); it is intentionally engaging 
with the small minutiae of others’ daily living, in love. 
It was the place where I pulled my first all-nighter, 
slaving over a New Testament Greek final, and where 
a fellow resident brought me the very first order that 
morning from the Bodo’s bagel shop, remembering that 
it was my birthday.

I am being commissioned as a second lieutenant into 
the Infantry, with orders for duty in Charlottesville, 
Georgia, and then Hawaii. In the midst of preparing 
for my new responsibilities, I warmly remember my 
involvement at the Study Center. It was, and remains, 
an academy, a sanctuary, a home. From the basement
to the rooftops, the place is filled with more meaningful 
experiences than I could ever recount here. I pray that
it might continue in its noble and faithful work, broad-
ening the sweep of the Kingdom wherever its graduates 
might go.



Graduates, continued on next page

BY DIAMOND BRUNER
(A&S, B.A., Psychology, ’09)

I   can easily give the main reason why I successfully 
made it through my four years at the University 
of Virginia: my involvement with the Impact 

Movement at U.Va. This Christian fellowship geared 
toward black students helped me establish my place 
on Grounds. As a general body member, and later 
as a part of the leadership team, I came to recognize 
the importance of Christian community. Whether 
we were discussing divisive issues at meetings, pray-

ing over each other’s 
lives, or laughing at our 
quirky personalities, I felt 
immense growth through 
each interaction.

Not only was I 
changed by the organi-
zation itself, but also by 
those who came in to 
fellowship with us. They 
opened my eyes to how 
God is working all over 

U.Va. I have loved seeing how these somewhat awk-
ward and forced relationships transformed into pure 
Christian sisterhoods and brotherhoods.

This has become especially apparent through my 
experience in the Study Center’s Faith and Life Resi-
dential Year program. My understanding of Christian 

Diamond Bruner
(photo by Sarah Cramer)

community has expanded from simply meeting once a 
week into more personal areas of my life and my home. 
I have lived and engaged with nearly a dozen other 
young women who are serious about relationships and 
are ready both to challenge me and edify me, in the 
name of Christ.

I did throw myself into anything that seemed 
remotely appealing at U.Va. when I first arrived, in-
cluding being a leader in the university’s Office of 
Orientation and New Student Programs and serving 
as a peer advisor and mentor in the U.Va. Office of 
African-American Affairs. I also served as a counselor 
for the Pregnancy Centers of Central Virginia, which 
helped lead to my decision to enroll this fall at Emory 
University’s Rollins School of Public Health. I will be 
pursuing a Master’s degree in Public Health in Health 
Education; I have come to see the need for effective 
health education, especially among teenagers. I am 
particularly interested in the issue of teen pregnancy 
and the health conditions of teenage mothers and 
their babies. In general, my hope is to learn through 
community engagement and assessment the best 
ways of adequately addressing health needs.

While at U.Va., I clearly benefited from many ex-
periences that positively shaped my life. But it was the 
Impact Movement and the Study Center that I will 
remember most as I pursue graduate education in At-
lanta. I thank God for initiating friendships which have 
thoroughly prepared me for this transition.

INTRODUCTION BY TIMOTHY MCCONNELL
Director of Graduate Ministries

O   ne of our great privileges at the Center for Christian Study is reaching out to students at the Darden 
Graduate School of Business Administration and the School of Law. At weekly fellowship groups, stu-
dents hear from leaders in their professions who testify to the goodness of the Lord in the trying cir-

cumstances of law and business career life.
These professional schools on the North Grounds of U.Va. are pressure-cookers designed for the rapid and 

comprehensive transformation of their students. The term “crucible” is often used! For these students, their edu-
cational institution fills up their world for the few years they live in Charlottesville. Our work brings the gospel 
into that microcosm, and that makes a difference.

Christopher and Theresa, whom you will read about below, are two students who gave their time and ener-
gy to supporting our Christian fellowships as student leaders. The work we do on North Grounds with gradu-
ate students in the business and law schools depends heavily on student leadership, and these are two people 
who have let Christ work through them to reach others this year.

BY CHRISTOPHER NORFLEET
(Law, J.D., ’09)

T   he world of legal academics can suffer from a 
distinct lack of the Christian virtues of sacrifice, 
faith, and humility. The law school environ-

ment often seems to have invited us to live and think 
as though spiritual truth was — at best — a peculiar 

hobby for some people to indulge in, but certainly not 
pertinent to questions of law or policy.

Thankfully, I found the University of Virginia School 
of Law to be a place where these challenges, though 
present, are much less prevalent than they are at other 
schools. I think this is true for a number of reasons.

For one, my experience with many of the faculty has 
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been that they genuinely welcome contributions from 
Christian students. This included my participation in 
a seminar class last fall semester entitled “Religion, 
Democracy, and the Law,” which discussed the ques-
tion of what role religious people and ideas should play 
in crafting policy in a democratic society.

Additionally, the Law Christian Fellowship, which 
is sponsored by the Cen-
ter for Christian Study, 
provides an opportunity 
for student believers to 
come together each week 
to pray, sing, and hear 
from outside speakers 
on what a biblical world-
view looks like in the life 
and vocation of a lawyer. 
LCF also provides a place 
where I have developed 
some deep friendships that have made a huge impact 
on my experience as a law student. LCF gave me the 
chance to develop as a leader this past year, when I 
served as the organization’s president. LCF has pro-
vided a forum where the Christian students can come 
together to encourage and mentor one another.

My wife, Corrie, and I — along with our one-year-
old daughter, Sadie — have also been nurtured and 
strengthened by the excellent worship and teaching at 
Trinity Presbyterian Church in Charlottesville.

This summer I plan to remain in Charlottesville 
after graduation, studying for the bar examination, 
after which I will begin a clerkship with a federal judge 
in Dallas. As I reflect on my experience in law school, 
I consider myself extremely blessed to have been at 
U.Va.

BY THERESA MEAWAD
(Darden, M.B.A., ’09)

In all of your ways acknowledge Him, and He will 
make your path straight.” Proverbs 3:6

My path in the Darden Graduate School of Busi-
ness Administration has been a two-year exploration of 
God’s will for my life, surrounded by friends who have 
helped me. This made such a difference last year when 
I weighed an attractive full-time job offer in invest-
ment banking following a summer internship. But the 
more I prayed about the offer, the more I heard God’s 
voice telling me to trust Him for another plan, and 
God directed me.

Through courses like “Entrepreneur as a Change 
Agent,” God led me to people who were using business 
to do good works. Serving on the Leadership Commit-
tee of Darden Christian Fellowship has given me close 
friendships with other believers; I was vice president 

of membership in the fellowship this past year. My 
Christian friends particularly played a significant role 
in my decision to pursue an alternate career path. As 
I talked to these friends about the offers that came up, 
they gently reminded me about the reasons that I had 
left my previous job and decided to come to B-school: 
to once again prioritize God and serve him with my 
life. Tim McConnell, our Center for Christian Study 
advisor, said he has heard a lot about people taking 
the prestigious jobs and planning to do service later. 
He said the plan rarely ever comes to fruition; it’s too 
easy to get caught up in the lifestyle and promotions. 
He said that the “big” jobs would remain and would be 
easier to transfer to later. I took Tim’s words to heart. 
That really made me think about how by taking the 
positions I was offered, I would be delaying God’s will, 
and my long-run plan might never happen.  

Through my church, God showed me that people 
need to be taught to manage their finances. As a 
result, I decided to start a non-profit organization, 
“Smart Wallet,” dedicated to providing financial advice 
to people with low incomes. Through God’s grace, 
“Smart Wallet” placed among the top three proposals 
in the recent Darden-U.
Va. Business Plan Com-
petition.

Many people think 
the outcome of the 
M.B.A. program should 
be a high-paying job, 
usually investment 
banking or consulting. 
But I knew that God 
wanted me to serve him 
in a different way.

Uncertainty with a new organization is sometimes 
scary, but my classmates have definitely made things 
easier; in fact, one of my classmates is my first em-
ployee for “Smart Wallet.” The more I talk about my 
decision to start this business, the more people help. 
Furthermore, this has given me even more opportunity 
to talk with people about God. I cannot wait to see 
how he uses my life after graduation.
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Saturday, August 22, 2009, 12:00 – 2:00 p.m.
Unload the U-Haul and then come enjoy lunch and 
conversation with campus ministers, University
faculty, and other incoming students.
RSVP to Shelly Pellish at 434-817-1050 or
shelly@studycenter.net for this free event.

For directions and parking information, please visit our 
website, www.studycenter.net.

2009 U.Va. Move-In Day Lunch
for incoming first-years and their families



BY TIMOTHY MCCONNELL
Director of Graduate Ministries

I’ve been told that my expressions are transparent.
There’s no use hiding what I’m thinking; it’s 
written all over my face. This weakness is often 

displayed when I am 
given a book by a friend 
— and it turns out it’s 
a book I really don’t 
intend to read!

I’m sure you know 
the feeling. But at the 
same time, we declare a 
book valuable by hand-
ing it on to others, and 
a carried book is the 
best kind of book. As Ken 
Myers, founder of Mars Hill Audio, said recently in 
addressing a group of young Christians, a webpage or 
an e-book can be forgotten, but an actual printed vol-
ume calls out to you by its very presence on your table: 
“Read me!” And when it’s a book handed to you by a 
friend, it calls out even louder.

Here are three book titles I wish to hand off to you 
for your consideration this summer. These are books 
that I think are worth the time of any busy Christian 
reader.

Robert Louis Wilken, The Spirit of Early Christian 
Thought: Seeking the Face of God (Yale, 2003).

Dedicated to the author’s dear friend who recently 
passed away, Richard John Neuhaus, 
this book is the sum of decades of schol-
arship on the Early Church. Wilken 
has a way of being conversational while 
surreptitiously instructing you on the 
deepest and most esoteric insights of 
ancient Christian faith.

To read this book is to walk with the 
famous Christians of the Early Church, 

see what they see, taste what they taste, and value what 
they value. You’ll feel that you’ve been to Church with 
them and worshipped shoulder to shoulder — and later, 
when you think about it, you’ll realize that while you 
walked with these Fathers they whispered deep truths 
to you about the Trinity, the nature of Jesus Christ, the 
full life of the Church and the goals of human life, and 
the way to read the Bible. Wilken was my doctoral su-
pervisor, and he retires from the University of Virginia 
this month.

Catherine Claire Larson, As We Forgive: Stories of
Reconciliation from Rwanda (Zondervan, 2009).

Three Books to Recommend
SUGGESTIONS FOR SUMMER READING

Larson writes for Prison Fellowship Ministries and 
also blogs at Common Grounds Online. I wrote a review 
of her book for that blog, and I continue 
to recommend it to friends. It’s not an 
easy read from a poolside lounge chair. 
But if you are willing to enter into life 
as the African victim of tribal violence 
knows it, and watch for the redeeming 
work of Jesus Christ, you will be  
rewarded. Reading this book changes 
the way I think about all acts of forgiveness at every 
level — individual, national, racial, and theological.

Saint Augustine, Confessions (Maria Boulding, trans.; 
New City Press, 2002).

Did you read it in college? If so, did you really read 
it? C. S. Lewis wrote, “I do not wish the ordinary reader 
to read no modern books. But if he must read only the 

new or only the old, I would advise him 
to read the old… Every age has its own 
outlook. It is specially good at seeing 
certain truths and specially liable to 
make certain mistakes. We all, there-
fore, need the books that will correct 
the characteristic mistakes of our own 
period. And that means the old books.” 
There is little that is more palliative 

and self-disclosing than reading this stirring and epic 
autobiographical prayer by the greatest of all Church 
Fathers.

So add these to your recommendations lists. Now 
that I’ve completed my graduate studies at the 
University of Virginia, I’m relishing the freedom to 
read whatever I’d like! These three are worth the cost 
of print, and they will reward you for taking the time to 
turn their pages. These books are available at Splintered 
Light Bookstore, (434) 296-3977 or (800) 979-3310, or 
online at www.splinteredlightbooks.com.

Tim’s colleagues congratulate him on the successful 
completion of his doctorate. Tim received his Doctor of 
Philosophy degree in Religious Studies on May 17. His  
dissertation is titled Illumination in Basil of Caesarea’s 
Doctrine of the Holy Spirit.

Basil of Caesarea was a critical contributor to the
Christian Doctrine of the Trinity. Late in the fourth century, 
when Christians wondered if the Father, Son, and Holy 
Spirit were all equally God, or if they lined up like officers 
of different ranks, Basil proved that the Holy Spirit had to 
be fully and equally God. Soon Christians were confident to 
confess that God has definitely revealed Himself as one God 
in three Persons.
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