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=i tOsnterestingto watch AmericanChristiansscramblefor coverfrom the Da Vinci Code
phenomenonitOsot like thesequestiongdlonObaveanswersLots of good writersare crankingout books
with the answergo Dan BrownO&eekly World Newsversionof Jesus.

No, the problemisnOthe answersThe problemis the questionsin fact, the problemis the whole topic.
AmericanChristiangust donOtalk aboutthe history of the canon the procesf coming tocreedal
consensuandthe interactionof heresyandorthodoxyin Christianhistory. Whatwe get want?- is a
launderedgcleanedup and,of course unanimousrersionof Christianhistory that implieslittle of any
interestreally happenedintil our own problemsthis pastweek.

Protestantareespeciallynervousaboutchurchhistorythat startgettingcloseto the topics of Otradition®
and OtheCatholicChurch.@DnereformedbloggersummarizedChristiantheology asAugustine Luther,
Calvin, SpurgeonMacarthurand, of course himself.

If it werenOdotrue, it would befunny. Most of the matureChristians! know haveno ideaof eventhe
generalcontoursof Christianhistory,andvery little ideaof what historicaltheology contributeso the
church.No, the majority of my evangelicalay friendsbelievea simplistic mythologyworthy of the
beginningsof Mormonism.It wasall neat,clean,simpleandeveryone exceptthe Catholics hasalways
agreedwith whatthey believenow. [tOseena short tripfrom Jesudo pastorBob.
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EnterJustinS. HolcombOgxcellentandinterestinganthologyChristian Theologief Scripture: A

Comparativelntroduction Hereis a book that willrepairone of the biggestbreachesn this wall of
historical/theologicalgnorancethe challengeof developinga coherentand meaningfuldoctrineof
scripture.

HolcombObook seemso be written for a collegeor seminarycoursebutit is easilyaccessibléo educated
laypersonavho wantto seehow the mapof Christianbelief aboutscripturedevelopedvertime. After an
excellentintroductoryessaythe book isdivided intothreebroadlychronologicakectionspeginning witha
surveyof significantdevelopmentandfollowed by essay®n two tofour influential historicalfiguresof the
period.An additionalfourth sectiontakesa differentapproachrelatingthe Christiandoctrineof scriptureto
particularcontextualconcernssuchasfeminism,the African-Americanexperienceand Postmodernism.

An ecumenicalist of contributorsinclude Michael Horton, JohnFranke ,PamelaBright, Lewis Baldwin and
GrahamWard. Thereareexcellentchapterson theneglectecand misunderstoodschleiermachethelittle
known HansUrs von Balthasaandthe oftenoverlookedHansFret figuresoftenneglectedr avoidedin
many evangelicakonsideration®f the doctrineof scripture.Thefine chapterson LutherandBarthwere
particularlywell doneandhelpful to thoseof uswho wantto hearmorefrom the Lutherantraditionon the
subjectof incarnationaunderstandingef Christiantheology.

Thebook doesan excellentjob of mapping outhe Catholictraditionandin helping thereaderto understand
how the protestansolascripturaappearso the Catholiccommunity.The surveychapterghat beginthe first
threesectiongprovidean excellentoverviewof the major questionsansweredy theparticulartheologians
surveyed For thosewho dislike the metaphorof a theologicalconversationthis book chronicleshe
Christianconversatioron scriptureéhroughthe big questionspothteamsandthe major players.

Somemight criticisethe book forstoppingshort ofgiving consideratiorto recentconservative
understandingsf the doctrineof scripture particularlyin the work of Carl Henryor the academic/ecclesial
communitiesthat lookto the ChicagoStatemenbn Inerrancyasthe bestexpressiorof the protestant
doctrineof scripture.

The questionghat comeunderthe headingof the Christiantheology ofscriptureareformidableones:What
do wemeanby OScripturg®OHow do competingnotionsof scripturecomefrom the sametext andthe same
Christ? How is Jesugelatedto scripture both historicallyandtheologically? How do protestantand
Catholicsusescripturedifferently? Whathavebeenthe primary interpretativequestiondacingthe church
throughthe age® Whatis Biblical authority? How is it relatedto God? How do wetalk aboutthe authority
of theBible in the public square@ How canwe usescriptureto communicatevith the postmodern
generatioranditsOview of textsandtextualnes?

For some just the ideathat thereare Otheologieséhd not onetheology will be threateningJustin
HolcombObook showsus how thosewho havegonebeforeus haddifferent contextswith different
concernsput we haveall wrestledwith the sameBible andthe samemplicationsof believingthat God
speakdo usin a book.

| highly recommendhebook. Itis availablefrom Amazonandfrom NYU press JustinHolcombis a
lecturerin religiousstudiesat the University of Virginia anda lecturerin Theologyat ReformedTheological
Seminary. A complimentarycopy of the book waggivento this reviewer.
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1. on 04 May2006 at8:49 pm_pastorcarldixon

| particularyappreciatedhis book didnot try to Oconvincefe of anything butinsteadeducatedne. |
studiedthe history of doctrinein seminaryso this book wasa reminderof muchl learnedbackthen.
Most Christiansdo nothaveenoughunderstandingf Churchhistoryto really appreciatehis book.
For instanced studiedin detailthetheology andife of Karl Barth. Without that knowledget would
be impossibleto really understanagventhe chapterin JustinOBook.l amvery gladfor the Da Vinci
Code.l haveurgedthe peoplein my churchto readit andgo tothe movie.We will be doinga special
serviceto answerthe questionsBut one memberof my churchaskedme a questionthat really
stoppedme.|l wascomplainingabouthow little the averageChristianknowsaboutchurchhistory.He
asked;OPastowhendid you teactus?OEvery Pastor shouldhaveto askthat questionl now haveto
considerjust how | amgoingto adda good deabf churchhistoryto the Biblical messages studyfor
eachweek.

2. on 05 May2006 at7:10 am_therevdrdan

Many yearsago, | learnedthe quick summaryof a Protestant understandiiod history from an
EvangelicalCovenaniayman.He madethe point sarcasticallyFor manyof us, Christianity perished
after the deathof the lastapostleandwasresurrectedn Halloween,1517. Inthe intervening1400
hundredyearstherewasnothingbut heresyand corruption.ltOsa view one seesexpresseaftenin
not-so-subtleways.
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